NMA NEWS
SIGHTS & SITES '86
A report by Keith D . Balkcom
Albuquerque is a modern and vital city
in the process of reaching its full potential
as a great American city. Business growth
and development is at a pivotal stage.
Sights & Sites '86 , the Albuquerque
Development Tour, sponsored by the
Greater Albuquerque Chamber of Commerce, showcased this growing city on
August 22, 1986.
Approximately 350 participants were
treated to the three hour bus tour of commercia l and residential building projects in
various phases of completion. Projects proposed, in progress, or completed since
August, 1985 were included in tour
literature and spotlighted along the route.
Journ al Center hosted the mid-morning
break for the caravan of ten buses, giving
participants a close-up view of one of the
finest examples of office park development
in New Mexico.
Sights & Sites was the brainchild of Bob
Turner, an Albuquerque architect and a
principal with The Boehning Partnership,
Inc . Patterned after the San Antonio,
Texas development tour , Turner has continued to improve upon a good idea,
molding and shaping the tour to meet the
expectations of both out-of-town participants and local residents . While tour
guides pointed out all development projects along the route, they also provided insights into the history and dynamic forces
at work in various parts of the city. Experie nce has shown that many pote ntial
out-of-town developers have the desire to
learn as muc h as possible about the area in
the shortest amount of time. As a result,
tour guides told the participant details
about everything from the effects on the
Albuquerque economy by Kirtland Air
Force Base to health care resources, art
and cultural districts , and the effect of the
University of New Mexico on the attraction
of industry to the city .
Sights & Sites '86 began on the evening
of August 21, 1986 with a welcome reception and cocktail party, open to tou r participants and the general membe rship of
the Cham ber of Commerce. Display
boot hs were purchased by architects,
developers, cont ractors, leasing agents,
and aerial photographers and were open
for display during the reception and at
various times throughout the day of the
tour. After the tour on Friday morning,
participants were treated to luncheon
speaker C . Hastings Johnson, VicePresident of Gerald D. Hines Interests,
based in Houston. "Hasty" discussed cur-

rent trends in commercial development
and provided insights into the type of environment best suited to his company's
style of development, while showing slides
of many of the projects completed and in
process by his firm.
After lunch and another opportunity to
tour the display booths , Sights & Sites '86
presented a symposium entitled "Albuquerque Development Perspectives: An
Overview and Forecast." Moderated by
Tom Joule of The Joule Interests, Inc. , the
symposium featured presentations by:
Steve Johnson of Johnson Development in
Albuquerque on retail development;
David Freshwater of Elan Development
Corp. in Tucson on multi- family residentia l development; Ernest Randall of Vantage Development Co. in Dallas on evaluation of future development; and Herb
Denish of Denish & Associates, Inc. on the
development review process in the Albuquerque area .
Randall, a partner in Vantage Development Co., said Albuquerque seems to have
escaped an overbuilding tren d that has hit
Dallas especially hard and praised local
developers for keeping a lid on building
growth. He feels Albuquerque has been
conservative and shown restraint in its
development by not putting up buildings

for which tenants are not available.
Planning for Sights & Sites '86 began in
late 1985 by the nine Coordinating Cou ncil members : Turner; Keith Balkcom,
Balkcom & Company, CPAs, P. A. (vice
chairman); Ti na Henderson, Greiner
Engineering (listings); Laurie Wiggens,
Centerwest Properties (tour guides); Tom
Joule, The Joule Interests (symposium);
Jack Corder, Presley Homes (display
booths); Marcia Mazria, Media Works
(publicity); Judy Coors, Cavan Associates,
Ltd . (display signs); and Connie Rein
(sponsorships). These indivi duals, most of
whom have been involved since the project's inception, were responsible for putting together all phases of the tour an d
related events.
Due to the continued success of the project, the Greater Albuquerque Chamber of
Commerce will again sponsor Sights &
Sites '87. Though no specific date has been
set, the third annual tour is tentatively
planned for early August, 1987, with Keith
Balkcom taking over leadership of the project. Given the dynamic nat ure of development taking place in Albuquerque, Sights
& Sites not only shows what's been accomplished, but gives you a sense of wh at
is possible for Albuquerque over the coming years.
K.D .B.

SENATE APPROVES AlA-FAVORED PACKAGE OF
REFORMS TO HIGHWAY BEAUTIFICATION ACT
WASHINGTON, DC, September 26,
1986- The American Institut e of Architects today lauded the U.S. Senate for
approvi ng a comp rehensive package of
reforms to the Highway Beautifi cation Act
of 1965 during its consideration of
highway-aid reauthorization legislation.
"The Senate has spoken decisively," said
AlA President John A. Busby jr., FAIA.
"The billboard lobby has been served
notice that its special lien on the federal
treasury and its license to pollute our
highways have come to the end of the
road,"
The legislation contai ns an AIAendorsed amendment that bans the construction of new, off-premise billboar ds
along federal and primary roads , effective

July 1, 1986. It also requires all illegal
b ill boa r ds-est im a te d to nu m b er
44,000- and certain state- acquired " nonconforming" signs to be removed within 90
days of the legislation's enactment.
In a change from existing law, the
amendment allows states and localities,
rather than the federal government, to
decide whether "nonconforming"
billboards-estimated to number
112,OOO-shouid be removed, and if removed, how compensation for their removal
should be handled. Although no funds have
been appropriated for this purpose since
1982, the federal government still requires
"non-conforming" billboards to be removed
and billboard owners to be compensated in
cash. (Also see Editors Column page 3.)

A NEW OFFICE FO
THE NEW MEXICO SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS
The Board of Directors for the NMSA has appointed John Seaver as Executive Director
and has established its office at 200 West DeVargas St., Suite 6A, in Santa Fe. The mailing address is: Post Office Box 509, Santa Fe, N.M. 87504. The office can also be reached
by calling (505) 983-5914.
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New Mexico's Largest Full-Service Electronic Security Firm
DESIGNING A PROJECT? ..
HAVE YOU FORGOTTEN THE SAFETY & SECURITY
OF YOUR CLIENTS? ..
Put our 17 years of experience in New Mexico, (45 years nationally),
to work for you, safeguarding the lives and
property of your clients!
• 24- Hour Central Station Monitoring
• Resident ial Burglary & Fire Alarm Systems
• Commerc ial & Industrial Intrusion Systems
• Commercial & Industrial Fire/Smoke Detection Systems
• Closed Circuit Television Systems
• Access Control & Automatic Locking Systems
• UL Certified Protection Insurance Discount

Two fully- staffed offices serving nearly 6,000 customers.
MAIN OFFICES
ALBUQUERQUE
3505 Carlisle, NE87110
Tel: (505) 881-6400
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SANTA FE
Calle Cinco Plaza
1500 Fifth Street , Suite 1687501
Tel: (505) 984-8400

Security Alarm Systems, Inc. ®
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